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Choral Festival Sightreading Guidelines 

2011 

The following guidelines have been set for the sightreading portion of the MTVA Choral Festival. Based on the 
National Standards of Music, the rubric below is meant to set reasonable and age-appropriate sightreading goals for 
the choral ensembles in Middle Tennessee. Music written for the sightreading packet will be based on these 
guidelines.  
 

H i g h  S c h o o l  C h o i r s  

 C l a s s i f i e d  a s  a  c h o i r  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  G r a d e s  9 - 1 2  ( 9 t h - G r a d e  C h o i r s  c a n  c h o o s e  
J u n i o r  H i g h  o r  H i g h  S c h o o l  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n ) .  

 E a c h  s e c t i o n  i n  e a c h  c h o i r  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  s i n g  a t  l e a s t  o n e  s e t  o f  
r h y t h m s  a n d  o n e  u n i s o n  m e l o d y .  

 T h e  e n t i r e  c h o i r  w i l l  s i n g  o n e  m u l t i - p a r t  p i e c e .  
 B e f o r e  e a c h  R h y t h m i c  o r  M e l o d i c  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  a d j u d i c a t o r  w i l l  a l l o w  a t  l e a s t  

1 5  s e c o n d s  o f  r e a d i n g  t i m e ,  d u r i n g  w h i c h  t h e r e  i s  t o  b e  n o  v o c a l i z a t i o n  f r o m  
t h e  d i r e c t o r  o r  s t u d e n t s .  

 B e f o r e  e a c h  p a r t - s i n g i n g  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  a d j u d i c a t o r  w i l l  g i v e  a t  l e a s t  2 0  
s e c o n d s  o f  r e a d i n g  t i m e ,  d u r i n g  w i t h  t h e r e  i s  t o  b e  n o  v o c a l i z a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  
d i r e c t o r  o r  s t u d e n t s .  

 E a c h  R h y t h m i c  a n d  M e l o d i c  e x a m p l e  s h a l l  n o t  e x c e e d  8  m e a s u r e s  i n  l e n g t h .  
 E a c h  m u l t i - p a r t  p i e c e  s h a l l  n o t  e x c e e d  2 0  m e a s u r e s .  
 T h e  d i r e c t o r  c h o o s e s  t h e  v o i c i n g  o f  t h e  m u l t i - p a r t  p i e c e ;  h o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  

e x p e c t e d  t h a t  i t  r e f l e c t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  v o i c i n g s  o f  p i e c e s  s u n g  d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r f o r m a n c e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  F e s t i v a l .  

 E a c h  c h o i r  c a n  p e r f o r m  t h e  e x a m p l e s  u s i n g  w h i c h e v e r  s y s t e m  t h e y  e m p l o y  
d u r i n g  c l a s s  ( f i x e d  “ d o ” ,  n u m b e r s ,  c o u n t i n g ,  c l a p p i n g ,  e t c . )  

 

R h y t h m  
·   Time Signatures c an 
include  
2/4,  3/4,  4/4,  6/8,  9/8,  
12/8.  
·   Rhythms  can include  
combinatio ns of  whole,  half ,  
quarte r,  eigh th,  and 
sixte enth  note s and res ts.  
·   Rhythms  can include do ts,  
ties,  syncopation,  and  
triple ts.  
·   MM = 60-112 

Unison Melody  
·   Same Rhy thmic  
Requireme nts.  
·   Time Signatures shall  
include  
2/4,  3/4,  4/4,  or 6/8  
·   Treble and Bas s Clef  
readi ng,  
not necess arily  specif ic  to  
voicing.  
·   Shall  include  stepwise,  
leaps  
within th e to nic,  dominant,  or  
Subdominant  tr iads.  
·   Accidentals c an be  used  
Leaps  shall  not  exceed  an  
octave.  
·   I f  exampl e does  not  start on  
the Tonic,  the clinician sh all  
explain  on which s tep it  
begins.  
·  Major and mino r mode s.  

Multi-part Singing  
·   Same Rhy thm and Melodic  
Requireme nts.  
·   I f  one part  in  the  example  
does not  start on the  Tonic,  
the clinician may or  may not  
explain.  
·   The clinici an will  pl ay  the  
starting  pitch of  each p art  
prior to beginning the piece.  
·  Major mode onl y.  
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High  S ch o o l  R hy t hmi c  E x er c i s es  
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High  S ch o o l  M e l od i c  Ex e rc i s es  

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

4. 
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High  S ch o o l  M e l od i c  Ex e rc i s es  ( T e n o r )  

6.  

A. 

 

B. 

C.  

 

7.  A. 

 

B. 
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High  S ch o o l  M e l od i c  Ex e rc i s es  ( B a s s )  

8.  

 

9. 

 

   

H igh  S ch o o l  Multi-Part Exercises 

Two-part Treble (SA) 
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High  S ch o o l  Multi-Part Exercises 

Three-part Treble (SSA) 
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High  S ch o o l  Multi-Part Exercises 

Two-part Male (TB) 

 

   
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High  S ch o o l  Multi-Part Exercises 

Two-part Male (TB) 

       

 

   
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Three-part Male (TTB – Men singing the middle part can sing either the 2nd or 3rd line) 
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High  S ch o o l  Multi-Part Exercises 

Four-part Male (TTBB) 
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High  S ch o o l  Multi-Part Exercises 

Three-part Mixed (SAB)  
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High  S ch o o l  Multi-Part Exercises 

Four-Part Mixed (SATB) 
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H igh  S ch o o l  Multi-Part Exercises 

Four-Part Mixed (SATB) 

 

 


